Extract only - complete publication at www.jncc.gov.uk/worldwaterbirds

Waterbirds around
the world
A global overview of the conservation,
management and research of the
world's waterbird flyways

Edited by G.C. Boere, C.A. Galbraith and D.A. Stroud
Assisted by L.K. Bridge, I. Colquhoun, D.A. Scott,
D.B.A. Thompson and L.G. Underhill

EDINBURGH, UK: THE STATIONERY OFFICE

Extract only - complete publication at www.jncc.gov.uk/worldwaterbirds

© Scottish Natural Heritage 2006

First published in 2006 by The Stationery Office Limited
71 Lothian Road, Edinburgh EH3 9AZ, UK.
Applications for reproduction should be made to Scottish Natural Heritage,
Great Glen House, Leachkin Road, Inverness IV3 8NW, UK.
British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library
ISBN 0 11 497333 4
Recommended citation:
Boere, G.C., Galbraith, C.A. & Stroud, D.A. (eds). 2006.
Waterbirds around the world. The Stationery Office, Edinburgh, UK. 960 pp.

Names used for geographical entities do not imply recognition, by the organisers of the Waterbirds around the world conference or other
supporting organisations or governments, of the political status or boundaries of any particular territory. Names of territories used (and
any alternatives) are included solely to help users of this publication apply information contained within this volume for waterbird
conservation purposes. The views expressed in papers included within this volume do not necessarily represent views of the editors
or the organisations and governments that supported the conference and this publication.

Cover photography:

Whooper Swans Cygnus cygnus arriving at Martin Mere, England. Photo: Paul Marshall.
(www.paulmarshallphotography.com)

Copyright of all photographs used in this publication resides with the named photographers.

Waterbirds around the world

Using national plans in North America to conserve shorebirds at an
international scale
Garry Donaldson1, Brad Andres2, Aurea Estrada3 & Stephen Brown4
Wildlife Service, 351 St. Joseph Blvd., Gatineau, Quebec, K1A 0H3, Canada.
2U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 4401 North Fairfax Drive, Arlington, Virginia, 22203, USA.
3Ducks Unlimited de México, Fracc. Bosques de Aragón, EdoMex, Mexico.
4Manomet Center for Conservation Sciences, Manomet, Massachusetts, USA.

1Canadian

Donaldson, G., Andres, B., Estrada, A. & Brown, S. 2006. Using national plans in North America to conserve shorebirds at an
international scale. Waterbirds around the world. Eds. G.C. Boere, C.A. Galbraith & D.A. Stroud. The Stationery Office, Edinburgh,
UK. p. 213.
researchers by promoting the establishment of species specialist
working groups that tackle information gaps for species and those
that relate to determination of conservation needs and direction for
conservation actions. It is important to note that all of these initiatives have been designed to be inclusive of shorebird conservation
needs in all parts of the Americas, so while they may have had
their initiation in the north, all aim to be inclusive of all countries
of the Western Hemisphere. All recognize that incorporation of
additional conservation needs may be warranted as more countries
become involved.

A recent report on the status of shorebirds breeding in Canada
and the United States indicated that there were 35 species with
enough information to determine population trends and
18 species with insufficient information (Morrison et al. 2001a).
Of those species with trend indicators, 28 showed negative trends
(19 were statistically significant) and seven showed positive
trends (one was statistically significant). This information illustrates the need for immediate management action to reverse the
large number of negative population trends. However, effective
conservation efforts will be challenging given a dearth of information on some of the most basic biological parameters for
shorebirds in North America. The most recent report on shorebird
population numbers indicated the following accuracy ratings:
high (accurate and precise), two species; good (estimates on
which confidence limits can be placed), five species; moderate
(within 50% of true number) 13 species; low (estimate within
correct order of magnitude) 21 species; and poor (based on
educated guess) 12 species (Morrison et al. 2001b).
Recognizing that implementing conservation actions is best
done using national or regional instruments, in Canada and the
United States it was decided that planning for shorebird conservation at the national level was most appropriate. The Canadian
(Donaldson et al. 2000) and US (Brown et al. 2001) shorebird
conservation plans were developed in parallel and contain the
framework necessary for regional implementation while recognizing the importance of international collaboration. Given the
mobility of shorebirds among nations, it was also noted that a
high level of communication was needed to ensure that the two
plans were compatible and would support a high level of collaboration. Subsequently, when Mexico began development of
their national shorebird conservation plan, the two established
plans were used as tools and it is expected that the final version
of the Mexican plan will also describe a framework for regional
implementation and international collaboration.
Just as the national plans allow for stepping down to regional
actions or up to international efforts, shorebird-specific implementation of habitat monitoring and research occurs at the various
levels through three different programs. The Western Hemisphere
Shorebird Reserve Network (WHSRN) was established in 1985
and is working in a growing number of countries in the Americas
to address shorebird habitat issues. The Program for Regional and
International Shorebird Monitoring (PRISM) is designed to tackle
monitoring for shorebird species during breeding, migration and
non-breeding periods of the year using a variety of methods in a
coordinated manner at all scales. The Shorebird Research Group
of the Americas (SRGA) facilitates communication among
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